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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OF  ORMSKIRK. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


Hnnual  IRepoit  for  1925. 


1 0  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ormskir k  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Repot t, 
which  deals  with  the  Public  Health,  the  Vital  Statistics,  and  the 
Sanitary  Administration  during  1925  and  also  a  general  survey 
of  the  conditions  during  the  past  5  years. 

POPULATION. 

The  Register  General  infotms  me  that  he  estimated  that 
the  pupulation  at  the  middle  of  the  year  was  7,624,  an  increase 
of  49  over  the  previous  year  and  219  more  that  the  Census  of 

1921. 


BIRTH  RATE. 

One  hundred  and  nineteen  BIRTHS  belonging  to  the 
District  were  registered  during  the  year,  60  boys  and  5Q  girls. 
This  gives  an  ANNUAL  BIRTH-RATE  of  15.6,  which  is  5  1 
below  that  for  the  pievious  year,  and  5.1  less  than  the  mean  <  f 
the  preceding  5  years,  d  en  of  the  Births  were  illegitimate  which 
is  8.4  per  cent  of  the  total  number.  The  BIRTH-RATE  f<  r 
England  and  Wales  was  18.3. 

DEATH  RATE. 

After  deducting  the  deaths  of  non-residents  who  died  in 
Ormskirk,  and  adding  those  who  died  in  other  areas,  the  net 
total  w'as  1 16,  of  which  59  were  males  and  57  females.  This 
gives  an  ANNUAL  DLAd  H-RAd  E  of  15.2  per  moo  of  the 
population,  which  is  *i  less  than  for  1924,  but  1*4  higher  than  the 
mean  ol  the  preceeding  5  years.  The  DEATH-RATE  for 
England  and  Wales  was  12*2 
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EPIDEMIC  DEATH  RATE. 

There  were  two  deaths  due  to  the  principal  Epidemic 
Diseases,!  to  Measles  and  i  to  Whooping  Cough.  This  gives  an 
EPIDEMIC  DEATH  RATE  of  -26  per  1000,  that  for  the 
previous  year  being  '13,  that  for  England  and  Wales  being  *39. 

INFANTILE  DEATH-RATE. 

There  were  10  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  r  year 
which  gives  an  INFANTILE  MORTALITY-RATE  of  84  per 
iooo  Birth  s,  which  is  21  higher  than  that  for  the  previous  year 
and  20  higher  than  the  mean  of  the  preceding  5  years. 

Twelve  deaths  were  due  to  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System  giving  a  rate  of  1  *57  per  1000,  that  for  1924  being  *79 
and  the  mean  of  the  preceeding  5  years  being  *84.  Seventeen 
deaths  were  due  to  other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs 
giving  a  rate  of  2u  per  1000,  that  for  the  previous  year  being  2*4. 
Heart  Diseases  caused  24  deaths  against  17  for  1924.  Cancer 
was  responsible  for  9  deaths  against  16  for  the  previous  year. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres — 593. 

Population — Census,  1921,  7405.  Estimated,  1925,  7,624. 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the 
area. — -Ormskirk  is  a  small  district  with  fairly  go  d  natural 
drainage,  the  difference  between  the  highest  and  the  lowest  point 
being  about  roo  feet.  The  outline  of  the  boundaries  is  irregular 
and  except  in  a  south-easterly  direction  there  is  very  little  open 
space  for  extension. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  1477. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  1553. 

Rateable  value,  /  39, 5 1 6.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny 
rate,  £155. 

Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants — a  Brass  Foundry,  3  Agricultural  Imple¬ 
ment  Works,  2  Breweries,  a  Rope  Works  and  Agri¬ 
cultural  occupations  generally. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Total 

Males. 

Females 

Births  ... 

119 

60 

59 

Legitimate 

109 

54 

55 

Illegitimate 

10 

6 

4 

Deaths 

1 16 

59 

57 

Birth-rate  (R.  G. ) 

Death-rate  (R.G.) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

15.6 

x5  2 
Total. 

. 1 

„  ..  ,,  ,,  ,,  Illegitimate . 1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  Births .  84 

Death  from  Measles — 1.  Death  from  Whooping  Cough  .  _ 1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . 2 

Death  from  Parturition  other  than  sepsis  . 1 


Per  1000  of  Population. 

Birth¬ 

Death- 

Death-rate  from 
Tuberculosis  of 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under  i 

rate. 

rate. 

Respiratory 

year  to 

Mean  of  5  years — 
1895-1899  34.2 

22.5 

System. 

I. OI 

1000 

Births 

156 

1900-1904 

32.1 

T9-7 

1. 8l 

137 

igoyigog 

27.O 

16.3 

D45 

IOO 

1910-1914 

23.6 

T5. 1 

i-35 

I  IC 

1915-1919 

20. O 

16  8 

1.44 

90 

1920-1224 

2O.7 

13-8 

0.84 

64 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  that  came 
to  my  knowledge  during  the  year  was  72,  an  increase  of  16  over  the 
previous  year.  There  was  an  increase  of  9  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  12  in  those  of  Scarlet  Fever,  2  of  Tuberculosis  and  2  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  while  there  was  a  decrease  of  5  in  the  cases 
of  P  neumonia,  2  of  Erysipelas,  1  of  Encephalitis  and  1  of  Enteric  Fever. 

Of  the  non-notifiable  diseases,  Measles  became  prevalent  among 
the  children  attending  the  Derby  Street  School  in  May,  and  the  Head 
Mistress  was  chietly  responsible  for  information  concerning  88  cases. 
Beyond  excluding  those  suffering  and  those  contacts  who  had  not  had 
the  disease  no  special  action  was  necessary. 

Reviewing  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  since 
1920,  there  were  28  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  1921  the  last  of  the  cases 
of  the  epidemic  which  had  been  prevalent  since  1919,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  years  there  have  been  22  cases,  10  of  them  in  1925.  Apparently 
there  has  been  no  connection  between  them.  With  the  exception  of 
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two,  all  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  where  Diphtheria 
Antitoxin  was  promptly  used.  Five  ca  >es  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
were  notified  of  winch  number,  3  were  fatal,  they  had  as  far  as  could 
be  learned,  no  connection  with  each  other.  With  regard  to  Scarlet 
Fever  during  the  same  period,  the  average  per  year  has  been  19.2, 
the  highest  in  any  one  year  being  25  and  the  lowest  13.  There  has 
been  1  return  case.  The  contacts  with  Scarlet  Fever  are  excluded 
from  school  and  kept  under  observation.  There  is  nothing  special 
to  note  about  the  cases  of  Pneumonia  except  that  they  have  been  in 
the  spring  of  each  year. 

BACTERIOLOGY. 

Bacteriological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Virol  Research 
Laboratories  chiefly  and  33  swabs  were  forwarded  there  for  examin¬ 
ation  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli.  Three  specimens  of  milk  were  sent  to 
the  Evans  Laboratories  at  Runcorn  for  examination  for  Tubecle  Bacilli 
and  other  organisms,  the  report  being  satisfactory.  One  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  units  of  Diptheria  Antitoxin  were  used  during 
the  year. 

ISOLATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS  CASES. 

The  Oimskirk  Urban  District  Council  and  the  Lathom  and 
Burscough  Urban  District  Council  have  a  Joint  Hospital  for  the 
isolation  and  treatment  of  infectious  cases  in  which  there  are 
26  beds. 

The  Joint  Board  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Hospital  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation  by  which  cases  of  Small-pox  can 
be  sent  to  the  Corporation’s  Small-pox  Hospital  if  there  is  accommo¬ 
dation.  No  retaining  fee  is  paid. 

During  the  year  25  cases,  all  that  were  notified,  of  Scarlet  Fever  ; 
10  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  2  cases  for  observation,  also  ail  that  were 
notified,  1  case  of  Measles  and  1  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  were 
admitted  to  the  hospital.  One  hundred  and  Sixty  thousand  units  of 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  were  used. 

There  are  no  other  hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

The  Cottage  Hospital  and  Dispensary  is  available  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Ormskirk  and  District,  and  the  hospitals  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  large  towns  are  available  also  for  special  cases 

The  County  Council  administers  the  arrangements  for  the 
treatment  of  'Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases,  also  for  School 
Clinics,  one  of  the  latter  being  held  at  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

Other  than  the  Poor  Law  Institution  in  Ormskirk,  there  is  no 
provision  in  Ormskirk  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  or  homeless 
children. 
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I  he  Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
There  are  4  resident  and  practising  Midwives  in  the  district.  There 
is  a  Health  Visitor  appointed  by  the  County  Council  for  the  district, 
and  home  nursing  is  done  by  a  nurse  under  the  Ormskirk  District 
Voluntary  Nursing  Association. 

There  is  a  Horse  Ambulance  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases 
provided  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

DISINFECTION. 

At  the  hospital  there  is  Washington-Lyon  Steam  Disinfector 
and  this  was  used  28  times  for  Ormskirk,  353  articles  being  disinfected. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  rooms  in  65  houses  were  spraved.  The 
Grammar  School  and  the  Infants’  Schools  were  disinfected  twice  and 
three  rooms  in  the  Post  Office  once. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Elementary  Schools  have  been  visited  during  the  year  and 
the  condition  at  the  time  of  visit  was  satisfactory. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  to  close  any  of  the  schools  during 
the  year. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  provided  for  Ormskirk 
and  the  surrounding  Districts  by  the  County  Council  is  well  attended 
and  is  doing  very  good  work. 

SALE  OF  FOODS  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Police  and  I  am  indebted 
to  Superintendent  Paget  for  the  information  that  30  samples  were 
taken  and  that  no  prosecution  was  taken, 

The  Council  adopted  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act 
1890,  01  January  30th,  1891,  The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act 
1890,  on  27th  February,  1891,  The  Public  Health  Amendment  Act 
1907,  on  29th  December,  1908. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  AND  SANITARY 
ADMINISTRATION. 

The  public  Health  Staff  consists  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
(who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  West  Lancashire  Rural 
District  Council),  he  is  not  in  private  practice;  a  Sanitary  Inspector 
who  is  also  Surveyor  and  Rate  Collector,  assisted  by  a  Clerk  for 
clerical  work. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  continues  to  be  ample  and  more  than  is 
required  for  the  District.  The  amount  used  during  the  year, 
92.465,200  gallons  being,  less  what  was  used  for  trade  purposes,  31.6 
gallons  per  head  The  source  is  from  the  red  sandstone  by  means 
of  a  borehole.  The  possibilities  of  contamination  are  few  and  there 
is  no  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action.  The  whole  of  the  houses  in 
the  District  are  supplied,  1449  direct  from  the  main  and  75  by 
standpipe. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  method  of  treating  the  sewage  is  by  settling  tanks,  land 
filtration  and  coke  breeze  beds.  The  main  sewers  are  flushed  period¬ 
ically.  The  whole  of  the  District  is  sewered.  The  effluent  from  the 
farm  continues  satisfactory. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  29  privies  were  converted  to  water  closets. 

The  special  efforts  to  do  away  with  the  privies  and  pail  closets 
are  being  continued  and  it  is  contemplated  having  40  converted  during 
the  present  year.  Half  the  cost  of  conversion  is  defrayed  by  the 


Council. 

There  are  in  the  District :  — 

Water  Closets...  ...  ...  ...  1238 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  7 

Privy  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  212 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  824 

Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 


During  the  past  five  years  203  movable  ashbins  have  been  sub- 
tituted  for  fixed  receptacles. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  work  is  done  by  the  Council’s  own  workmen.  The  ashpits, 
pails,  and  dustbins  are  systematically  emptied,  the  refuse  being  carted 
to  the  destructor  where  it  is  sorted,  what  is  found  suitable  for  manure 
is  removed  by  a  farmer  who  contracts  to  remove  the  same  when  called 
upon,  and  to  keep  ihe  depot  clean. 
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NUISANCES. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector  have  made 
inspections  of  various  parts  ot  the  District  in  addition  to  attending  to 


complaints  made. 

Premises  Visited  ...  ...  ...  .  no 

Preliminary  Notices  ..  ...  ...  30 

Statutory  Notices  ..  ...  ...  15 

Defective  Drains  ..  ...  ...  ...  19 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  2 

Repairs  for  Dampness,  &c.  .  ...  ...  7 


Provision  of  dustbins  to  replace  defective  ones  12 
Nuisances  abated...  ...  ...  ...  33 

SMOKE  NUISANCE. 

Twenty-five  observations  were  taken,  there  were  no  prosecutions. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  3  registered,  the  condition  has  been  fairly  good 

HOUSING. 

The  general  housing  conditions  of  the  District  are  good,  but 
in  certain  directions  there  is  room  for  improvement.  There  are  a 
number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  probably  in  about  25  houses,  and 
there  about  30  houses  that  should  become  vacant  owing  to  their 
unfitness  for  habitation.  The  overcrowding  has  been  to  some  extent 
ameliorated  by  the  Council  having  completed  20  new7  houses  and  24 
more  are  to  be  erected.  This  will  reduce  the  overcrowding  to  some 
extent.  The  other  condition,  that  is,  persons  living  in  houses  that 
should  be  closed,  is  a  more  difficult  problem  to  deal  with  as  it  is  largely 
a  question  of  their  ability  and  willingness  to  pay  the  rent  of  fit  houses 
even  if  the  owner  considers  them  suitable  tenants.  The  general 
character  of  the  defects  found  in  this  latter  class  of  house  is  comprised 
in  defective  roofs,  defective  drains  and  general  dilapidations.  The 
owners  are  probab.y  responsible,  owing  to  lack  of  supervision,  in  about 
75  per  cent  of  the  cases  and  the  tenants  in  the  remainder.  Fifteen 
notices  were  served,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  10  eases  the  defects 
had  been  remedied.  Five  representations  were  made,  in  2  cases  the 
dwellings  were  made  fit  and  in  2  the  owners  demolished  the  houses. 
Intr.e  five  years  past,  292  houses  have  been  inspected  specially,  in  88 
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instances  the  houses  were  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation.  During 
the  same  period  162  houses  were  put  into  such  a  state  of  repair  that 
they  became  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 


New  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  38 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  20 

By  other  persons  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  [8 

Subsidies  granted  10,  amount  £750... 

Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  50 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Regulations  1910  45 
Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ..  ...  6 

H  ouses  found  not  to  be  reasonably  fit  in  all  respects  .  2 

Defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  20 

Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  15 

Representations  made  with  view  to  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  5 

Closing  orders  made  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined  the  houses  being  made  fit  ..  ...  2 

No  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners  ...  2 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  4  registered  cowsheds  in  the  District  and  12  visits 
were  paid  to  them,  they  were  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  There 
are  also  7  registered  Dairymen  or  Milk  Purveyors.  Regulations  under 
the  Order  of  the  L.G  B.  were  made  and  came  into  force  on  November 
1st.  1899,  and  are  carried  out.  The  supply  of  Milk  is  satisfactory  and 
is  wholesome.  Three  samples  were  taken  and  examined  for  Tubercle 
Bacilli,  and  all  were  found  to  be  free. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSLS  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  period,  April  6th  to  December  31st,  360  visits  were 
paid  to  the  ordinary  slaughter  houses  and  to  the  occasional  ones.  The 
carcases  inspected  were  cows,  bullocks  and  heifers  337.  sheep  203. 
pigs  294.  Arrangements  are  made  at  the  refuse  destructor  for  the 
disposal  of  any  diseased  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases.  The  Stalls  in 
the  market,  the  shops  and  the  vehicles  used  for  carrying  meat  and 
fish  are  frequently  inspected.  No  public  slaughter-house  has  been 
provided. 
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Private  slaughter-houses:  — 

In  1920  In  January  1925  In  December  1925 
No.  registered  22  3 

Two  lungs  were  condemned  and  destroyed  on  account  of 
Tuberculosis.  Sixteen  livers  weighing  i6olbs.  were  destroyed. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  7  Bakehouses  in  the  District.  All  were  found 
in  good  condition  when  visited. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  ORMSKIRK  URBAN 
DISTICT,  1925.  CIVILIANS  ONLY. 

CAUSES  OF  DEA1  H.  Males.  Females. 


All  Causes  ..  ...  ...  ...  59 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  — 

Inliuenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Encephalitis  lethargica  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .. .  ...  8 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ...  ...  6 

Rheumatic  fever...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diabetes  ...  ..  ...  ...  — 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  &c.  ...  ..  5 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  16 

Arterio'sclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  *  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ..  ...  4 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  2 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver ...  ...  ...  1 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 


Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and 
parturition  ... 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation,  premature 


birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ...  ...  1 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ..  ...  7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year — Total  ...  4 

Illegitimate  1 
Total  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  54 

Illegitimate...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Population — 7,624 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

1 reated  at  Home  i.  In  Hospital  ...  ...  i 

Vision  unimpaired  ...  ...  2 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  igor. 

Number  of  Inspections  : — 

Factories  ...  35  Written  notices  3 

Workshops  ...  45  ,,  ,,  £5 

Defects  found  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  8  Remedied  8 

List  of  Workshops  in  the  District  : — 

Bakehouses,  7  ;  Basket  Makers,  3  ;  Cycle  Dealers,  5  ;  Con¬ 
fectioners,  g  ;  Blacksmiths,  3  ;  Cabinet  Makers,  4  ;  Milliners  and 
Dressmakers,  12;  Plumbers  and  Painters,  13  ;  Stonemasons,  2  ; 
Shoemakers  and  Cloggers,  14  ;  Tailors,  3  ;  Wheelwrights  and 
Joiners,  10. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


GEO.  E.  8CH0LEFIELD,  M.B.E..  M.D.,  D.P.H., 


Hon.  Assoc.  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England. 
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